The molecular genetics of schizophrenia.
There is overwhelming evidence for a significant genetic contribution to the etiology of schizophrenia. Molecular genetic techniques are now sufficiently advanced to be applied to complex genetic disorders with uncertain phenotypes, such as schizophrenia. In this article we first briefly discuss certain pertinent background issues: the evidence that schizophrenia has a heritable basis, the possible modes of inheritance involved, and how best to define schizophrenia in the light of this evidence; we then review the current status of research in the field. Large collaborative studies are currently underway that pave the way for the detection of genes of both major and minor effects. We may now be seeing the first consistently replicated results from chromosome 6 and 22 and from candidate genes, such as the dopamine D3 receptor gene.